What is mission, or a mission trip?
My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun.  In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord Almighty.  Malachi 1:11

· (nations = people group, not political boundary)
· Missions must first be rooted in who God is and in the Theology of God.
· 1. God is already at work in all the world, and thus we rest assured that Mission begins with who God is, not is what we are doing.  
2. He uses us as his instruments to participate in his saving work in the world.  
3. When you leave, God stays.
· Mission = “the reconciling work of God in the world.” “God’s redemptive, historical initiative on behalf of His creation.”
· “All the specific and varied ways in which the church crosses cultural boundaries to reflect the life of the Triune God in the world and, through that identity, participates in His mission, celebrating through word and deed the inbreaking of the New Creation.” (pg.59 Mission of God by Chris Wright)
Why do we go on them?  

God has been on a Mission since the beginning of time
· God sends Abraham to be blessed and to be a blessing – Genesis 22:17-18
· God wanted to raise up his nation (people) in order for the whole earth to be blessed

· God sends his son, incarnated into our world, to bring us the hope of life

· Jesus sends us out on the same mission as his disciples

· We are blessed to be a blessing

Winning the Lost
· Romans 10:14-15

· Revelation 7:9-17

· John 20:21

Making Believers into Disciples

· Romans 1:5

· Ephesians 1:17-19

· What can I learn about myself?

· What can I learn about God

· What can I learn about the people of God, about the church, about community?

· What can I learn about how culture affects the way we live and understand the gospel?

· What can I learn about justice and poverty?

· What can I learn about my lifestyle?

· What can I learn about my own calling?

· What can I learn about how to share all of these lessons, as well as the love of God, with people that are “different” than me?  

Prayer

· Ask of me and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. Psalm 2:8

Where?

· Acts 1:8 – Acts 8:1-4

· Jerusalem = Cape Girardeau

· Judea = Missouri

· Samaria = United States

· Ends of the Earth = Ends of the Earth

Because we are commanded to

· Matthew 28:18-20 [discipling]

· Mark 16:15-16 [preaching]

· Luke 24: 46-49 [witnessing]

· John 20:21 [sending]

